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Spring Update
Christina Sorensen, President/CEO
It’s hard to believe that we are already in May. We spent a great deal of time in the spring 
preparing for our 9th Annual Create Connect and Commit Event. Once again, we set new 
attendance and fundraising records! The event always provides us the opportunity to re-

connect with friends and supporters, as well as the chance to meet new friends. We were fortunate to have excellent 
speakers, including Robin Mabrey and Laura Campbell who shared their perspectives as parents, and David Street 
and Maria Musa from TJ Maxx, who were proud to share with us the many benefits of hiring employees through the 
Janus Community Employment Program. Their employees, Andrew Moseley and Brandy Spillman were proud to 
tell us of their work and what it means to them. Please enjoy the article by Joanne McDonough which adds further 
highlights of the event. And don’t worry, we’ll be sure to let you know when we have our 10th CCC scheduled.  
You won’t want to miss it!

In our Winter 2017 newsletter, I let you know about a partnership we had with Purdue University Industrial 
Engineering students in the Fall of 2016, as their senior capstone project was completed at Janus. We were once 
again fortunate to be chosen by a team of students for the Spring 2017 Semester. The students assisted with a new 
hydroponics project that we hope will provide future employment opportunities for our clients. The team was 
amazing, they even helped construct our growing unit, which provided them with an introduction to the use of power 
tools! We were very proud to learn that our team won first place overall for their project, not a small feat considering 
there were 35 teams in this senior class.

And last, but certainly not least- our new recreation area. We have been working on some renovations and are getting 
close to opening for the season. I would like to express thanks to Mike Hoopingarner with American Structurepoint 
for drafting floorplans to update the concession building. He also brought Kaitlyn Barrett, an Interior Designer 
for Structurepoint onboard to help with the vision. She came up with a great color scheme and was also able to 
convince some of the suppliers she works with to donate materials for the re-model. I’d like to extend a big thank 
you to Advanced Cabinet Systems in Marion for the 
generous donation of cabinets and countertops and 
Jen Maynard with Tandus Centiva for the flooring 
materials. Additionally, we had a group of volunteers 
from Perficient, Inc. help with painting the interior and 
a group of Duke employees help us with getting the 
batting cages’ nets ready for the season. As a non-profit, 
this kind of support really helps us devote more of our 
resources toward fulfilling our mission, so it is always 
greatly appreciated. 

Please check our website for our actual opening date.  
We will be very excited to show you the new place!!

Raghav Gandhi, Marcos Zatkulak,  
Paulo Mesaros, Jianxing Wan, and Zening Chan



Doorways News
This year the Doorways program began offering a 
commission based art program. Through this program, 
the participants can develop, create, and sell their art. 
Once a piece is sold, the artist receives a commission 
for their art piece. In March the Indiana Association 
of Rehabilitation Facilities (INARF) contacted Janus 
to have a one of a kind art piece created for a retiring 

member of their staff. Emily Freeman, 
an artist in the Doorways program, 
accepted the challenge to create a 
memorable art piece to be given 
at the INARF conference as a gift. 

The inspiration behind the 
piece was quilting. Emily 
worked tirelessly for two 
weeks to develop the piece. 
Once completed she named 
her masterpiece “Quilted 
with Love”. When the 
retiring INARF staff member 
received the painting, she 
was so overcome, she got 
tears in her eyes and was 
unable to speak!

Submitted by Alex Cripe,  
Doorways Creative Learning and Enrichment Manager
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Transportation Updates
Hamilton County Express recently welcomed a new 
staff member, Pamela Mithun, to the schedule/dispatch 
office. Brad Scott has joined HCE as a full-time driver. 
Mike Sutt has joined Riverview Health Rides as a part-
time driver. There are part-time driving opportunities 
available – interested jobseekers are welcome to apply for 
open positions online, or stop by Janus to complete an 
application in person. 

The first quarter was a period of record growth in both 
of our transportation programs. Over the past 2 years, 
Hamilton County Express has increased the amount 
of service it provides by 39%.! HCE now provides 
approximately 6,000 one-way passenger trips per month. 
Unfortunately, many trip requests are denied due to full 
schedules. During our busiest times, HCE denies one trip 
request for every 10 trips provided. Riverview Health 
Rides is just as busy, maintaining full schedules every day 
on each of its 3 vehicles. 

Submitted by Christy Campoll, Vice President of Transportation

Janus Developmental Services hosted the 9th Annual 
Create, Connect and Commit Fundraising Breakfast on 
Friday, April 21th at the 502 East Event Center in Carmel. 
With over 470 community members participating, this 
was the largest and most successful fundraising breakfast 
event that Janus has presented! The total amount raised is 
$95,120.00 and donations are still coming in!!!

Many thanks to our Honorary Co-chairs: Mayor 
John Ditslear, City of Noblesville; Mayor Andy Cook, 
City of Westfield; Mayor Jim Brainard, City of Carmel;  
Mayor Scott Fadness, City of Fishers.

We would like to extend a very special thank 
you to our: Visionary Sponsor: Purdue University, 
Office of Engagement; Pathfinder Sponsor: Union 
Savings Bank. 

Special thanks to our Gatekeeper Sponsors: 
David and Beverly Abel; American Structurepoint; 
BlueSky Technology Partners; Church, Church, Hittle and 
Antrim; Conner Insurance; The Current; Hare Chevrolet; 
Gordon Homes, Jr./Met Life; Robert G. Jones; Mike and 
Debbie Laird; Linnea’s Lights; Metro Plastics Technology, 
Inc.; Matt Murray; Noblesville Schools; Regions 
Insurance; Riverview Health; Larry and Ellen Schafer; 
Kurt and Chris Sorensen; Robert and Cheryl Sparks; 
Sysco; and Westfield Washington Schools.

Ninth Annual Janus CREATE CONNECT AND COMMIT Event 
Raises $95,120.00 . . .  
and Counting!

We are grateful to: Adriene’s Flowers and Gifts for 
their donation of a floral arrangement and a balloon 
bouquet; Philip Paluso, owner of Medium Cool Pictures 
for his creation of the Janus video; Lori and Fred Koppold 
of Tenth Street Photography for photo graphing the event; 
Riverwalk Commons for their sponsorship of the coffee 
tables; CarDon and Associates, Inc. for the sponsorship of 
the reception table; 502 East Event Center for their venue 
sponsorship; Evans Audio Video for their audio video 
sponsor ship; PIP Printing Castleton for their assistance 
with the programs.

Many thanks to: Pastor Jerry Rairdon, Robyn Mabrey, 
David Street, Maria Musa, Andrew Moseley, Brandy 
Spillman, Laura Campbell, Selina Stoller, the Honorable 
Brian Poindexter, Leigh Ann Clayton and the wonderful 
Janus Change of Tune Choir for participating in the 
program.

Special thanks to all of our Table Captains who 
hosted the 57 tables of guests for this event. A very special 
thank you to over 470 community members, which 
included 36 elected officials, who participated in our 2017 
Create, Connect and Commit event. We are very grateful 
for the support of our community!

Submitted by Joanne McDonough, Development Manager

The Janus Change of Tune Choir performs
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How Sweet it is . . .
The Knights of Columbus, Father M. Joseph McDonnell 
Council # 11044 presented Janus Developmental Services 
with a donation of $3,673.97.The donation was made 
possible through the generosity of community support 
for the Council’s Tootsie Roll Drive. The Council serves 
both St. Maria Goretti and Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
parishes. We appreciate the efforts of the Council on our 
behalf and wonder –how many tootsie rolls did that take?

Development Updates
 Janus Developmental Services has been 
awarded several grants recently. We thank the 
following organizations and foundations for 
their generous funding support:

Clay Township has supported Janus with a 
$30,000 grant for general program funding.

Duke Energy awarded a grant in the amount of 
$5,000 in support of the work force education 
Community Employment Job Club classes.

The Hoover Family Foundation provided 
grant funding in the amount of $8,600 for the 
Community Employment workforce education 
Job Club classes.

The TJX Foundation provided funding for the 
Community Employment workforce education 
Job Club classes in the amount of $1,500. The 
TJX Foundation had awarded $3,500 for this 
program in December as well.

The funding makes it possible for Janus to 
continue to provide crucial programs and 
services to individuals with disabilities in our 
community. 

Submitted by Joanne McDonough, Development Manager

News From the Café
 The Capabilities Café would like to recognize 10 years of 
service from Janus client Cameron Cannaley! Cameron 

began working at the Capabilities Café on June 1, 2007. 
Cameron is experienced in all aspects of the Café.  

As part of his job, Cameron takes a customer’s 
order, uses the register to take the payment and 

then goes to the kitchen to prepare the order. With 
the help of Cameron, and several other Janus 
clients, the Capabilities Café has served 4,500 
customers and collected almost $13,000 in sales 
since the beginning of this year! The café has a 

variety of daily items and weekly specials 
to choose from. Thanks to all the 
Janus clients who “serve up smiles” 
at the Capabilities Café every day!

Be sure to stop by the Café if you 
are visiting the Hamilton County 
Government and Judicial Building.

Submitted by Wanda Russ, Capabilities Café 
and Catering Team Leader

HIDDEN TALENTS: Not as “Hidden” as We Once Were!
Over the last year, the Hidden Talents Program has really grown. The signature hand painted gourd birdhouses are so 
popular that our artists have a hard time keeping up with the demand. The birdhouses are now being displayed for sale 
at several venues including Indiana State Parks, Conner Prairie, Corner Cottage, and Market District. In addition, we are 
asked to display the birdhouses at many events that take place in Hamilton County. 

On April 21st, Janus held the 9th annual Create, Connect and Commit 
Breakfast. Almost 100 beautifully hand painted birdhouses were featured as 
the center piece on every guest table as well as on the reception table at the 
conclusion of the breakfast. After the breakfast program ended, guests were 
given the opportunity to purchase the birdhouses. Many of those guests 
purchased birdhouses to give as gifts or to take home for themselves. The 
response was overwhelming and most of the birdhouses were purchased!

It is amazing to see how the Hidden Talents program has evolved and see 
our talented artists craft and create beautiful works of art for others  
to enjoy!
      Submitted by Cheryl Bowlin, Work Experience and Quality Assurance Manager

Pictured in photo: (Left to right) Christina Sorensen, Janus President/
CEO, Bob Shocklee, Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus Council 

#11044 and Debbie Laird, Janus Senior Vice President of Development. 
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Thank You for your Support

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWS
Community Employment – Things are truly “in bloom” with the Community Employment Program! We are receiving 
a steady stream of referrals from Vocational Rehabilitation and we are steadily placing clients in employment. This means 
that our Extended Services Program (which assists individuals in long term support) is also growing. Job Club is another 
service offered through Community Employment where clients can come together in a group setting and gain additional 
employment, socialization and communication skills.

We would also like to take this opportunity to give an update on our clothing closet, Dress to Impress. This project started 
as a simple idea of how we could quickly assist our clients who were in need of appropriate clothing for job interviews. 
We mentioned the idea to some wonderful people at the Westfield Washington Township Trustees’ office and the project 
quickly began to blossom. We have been so blessed by the outpouring of support from Hamilton County residents who are 
contacting us to offer donations of professional clothing. The Westfield Washington Trustees’ office has become a drop off 
site for the Dress to Impress clothing donations. We can’t begin to thank Westfield Washington Township and the rest of our 
community enough for the generosity and support that our Dress to Impress clothing closet is receiving!

PAC (Participant Assistance and Care) – The PAC program was initiated at 
Janus, less than a year ago and has generated so much interest that we are looking for 
our second full time staff person to keep up with the growth! This program allows us 
to assist individuals in their homes and in community settings so that they are able to 
focus on gaining new skills. These new skills may include: cooking, cleaning, creating 
a budget, paying bills, shopping…..the list goes on and on. This is a wonderful way for 
individuals to gain skills that can lead to independence in the future.

Respite – This service was started less than a year ago as well. The Respite program 
allows caregivers & parents the opportunity to take a well-deserved break. A caring 
Janus staff person will go into the home or take your loved one out in the community 
giving the caregiver a break. This also gives the individual a time where they are 
building skills and friendships that we hope will last a life time.

Submitted by: Becke Nauyokas, Community Services Manager




