
Fall Update
Christina Sorensen, President/CEO
In our lives, we all have times when we 
have decisions to make. Some can be 
somewhat minor, such as “Should I take 
my umbrella today?” and some might 

have more of an impact on our lives, such as “Should I accept 
this job offer?” I would like to share with you, a fun decision that 
I was able to make recently. Hosting a social event 
for Best Buddies!! It all started with a conversation 
I had with a young man, Zach Dickey, regarding 
his involvement with the Pendleton Best Buddies 
program. I asked if he thought Best Buddies 
might be interested in having a social event at our 
recreation area. He was very enthusiastic about the 
idea, and then worked together on the details with 
Julie Jones, who manages our recreation area. The 
event was held on Saturday, September 16. We 
hosted approximately 70 guests from Pendleton, 
Hamilton Southeastern and Fishers high schools 
that afternoon. Musical entertainment was provided 
by the Mc DJs (Scott and Micah McClain). The 
guests enjoyed participating in all recreation area 
activities at no charge. Janus staff had fun helping at the event and seeing the smiles and hearing the laughter all afternoon 
was a priceless reward for being there. I know Janus looks forward to being able to host this type of event in the future!

One additional update to share regarding the Recreation Area, several of our clients have been able to start working there, 
so we are pleased that this is providing an additional employment choice we can offer.

Finally, Janus has a very special group of supporters, a Guild, which has named itself, “For the Love 
of Janus.” The Guild held its very first fundraising event, an evening of light appetizers and a silent 
auction, on October 3, 2017 at Donatello’s Italian Restaurant in Carmel. It was a wonderful evening 
of socializing, tastings, and bidding competitions to win some very impressive gift baskets. There was 
also a 50/50 ticket sale, which had a fun option of a set price with the number of tickets given would 
match the purchaser’s height. We did observe that couples purchasing those would send the taller 
one to do that! Although the final amount raised was not available at press time,  
I have been informed, that they are sure that they raised more than double  
their projected goal!

Wishing you a wonderful fall,
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SAVE THE DATE: FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2018
CREATE, CONNECT AND COMMIT ANNUAL FUNDRAISING BREAKFAST

At 502 East Event Centre in Carmel. For more information about the breakfast, sponsorship and table 
captain opportunities, please contact Debbie Laird at (317) 773-8781 ext. 100 or dlaird@janus-inc.org



DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
YOUR DONATION TO JANUS WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR 

Chris’ Story
As a high school student enrolled in the special education 
program in the local public school system, Chris faced 
many challenges. He had been diagnosed with a mild 
intellectual disability as a child and struggled with 
significant behavior and social issues. Due to his increased 

interest in the food services industry, Chris began to 
participate in the Janus Capabilities Café program. 
Chris learned how to prepare food safely and was 
soon able to assist with the monthly Janus Community 
Luncheons. Chris gained customer service skills, 
learned to operate the cash registers and was promoted 
to work at the Janus Capabilities Café located at the 

Hamilton County Government and Judicial Building in 
Noblesville. Chris quickly became very skilled at his job. 
He understands and follows through with his job duties.

 Recently, Chris was accepted to the prestigious Erskine 
Greene Training Institute in Muncie, Indiana. Erskine 
Greene is Indiana’s first statewide hospitality training 
center for individuals with disabilities. The training 
received during the intensive 10 week course at Erskine 
Greene then allows the individuals to apply their new 
skills through an internship. The 
Erskine Greene project provides a 
resource for Indiana businesses to 
successfully hire and retain employees 
with disabilities. Chris is on his 
way to a successful career in 
a field that he excels in and 
enjoys. We know that Chris 
has a bright future and is on 
his way to making his hopes 
and dreams come true!
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Emily’s Story
Soon after Emily began participating in the Janus Doorways 
program, it became clear that she had natural artistic 
talents. Although Emily had limited exposure to different 
elements of art, program staff suggested that she might like 
to participate in the Art Walk program at Janus. Art Walk 
is a commission based program which allows participants 
to explore their unique artistic abilities while sharing their 
talents with others. Each piece of art is wonderfully unique 
and creative and is available for sale.

Emily’s confidence as an artist is truly 
remarkable! She has been inspired by 
visiting artists and volunteers and is 
creating new masterpieces. Emily has 
even been commissioned several times 
to create specific art pieces. Emily will 
frequently walk through the 
building with finished pieces 
to show staff and she lights up 
as she receives compliments 
about her art. Emily’s talent 
and confidence are growing 
with each art treasure that she 
creates!

On Tuesday, November 28th, Giving Tuesday will unite 
us all in a day of generosity! Giving Tuesday takes place 
on the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving and is a day that is 
celebrated all over the world. During the season of widely 
recognized shopping events like Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday, Giving Tuesday kicks off the charitable season, 
when many people focus on their holiday and end-of-year 
giving.

Our goal: To raise over $25,000 in donations during 
our Giving Tuesday campaign to provide life enhancing 
opportunities to over 200 adults with disabilities. A 

generous donor has come forward and will match the first 
$12,500 in donations received!

With the matching donation, the impact of your gift will 
be doubled and support the programs and services that 
help Janus participants:

• Gain employment experience
• Find and succeed in community jobs
• Gain crucial life skills  
• Participate and contribute within the community
• Live more independent and fulfilled lives

So mark your calendar, watch for a reminder e-mail about 
Giving Tuesday, November 28th and plan to make a 
donation that will make a difference that lasts forever in 
the life of a person with a disability.

“I can say with confidence that Janus, as an organization 
and as a proud , committed team of people, is making an 
investment and lasting impact on individuals, on multiple 
families across our communities and on the future of each 
and every individual served.” Parent of a Janus client

Tuesday, November 28

SUMMERFEST 2017
The Annual Janus Summer Fest celebration was 
held on July 14th. The day included water games, 
competitive team fun, music, dancing as well as great 
food including a delicious lunch! We thank all of the 
local businesses who made donations to make this 
event possible:

Meijer of Noblesville, Kroger, Pepsi Beverage 
Company, The Wallace family, Kid Zone Party 
Rental, The McDJ’s, Scott and Micah McClain

We would also like to thank our wonderful volunteers 
from The Love of Janus Guild and to Chelsea Glass 
from the Forum Credit Union. A fun day was had by 
all!!



page three ~ www.janus-inc.org

Fall 2017

Hidden Talents News
The Hidden Talents program has been very busy recently as Janus 
participants continue to design and create gift items available for sale in the 
community! The signature hand painted birdhouses, note cards featuring 
Janus artwork, walking sticks, and pet items were available for purchase at 
Noblesville’s Old Mill Festival in September. There was a lot of interest in 
the Janus booth and many items were purchased! On Saturday, December 
2nd from 9am-2pm, Hidden Talents will also have a booth at the Noblesville 
Holiday Market at the Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds. Many beautiful 
handcrafted items will be available for sale.

Hidden Talents is planning to add more events in 2018. If you know of any Hamilton County area events that Hidden 
Talents could be part of, please contact Carissa Obrien at cobrien@janus-inc.org 

Janus Art Group Visits Carmel City Hall
A group of our artists were invited to Carmel City Hall to visit 
with the Carmel Clerk Treasurer, Christine Pauly. The artist 
group included Seth Johnson, Emily Freeman, and Kelsey Royal. 
During their visit, the artists each presented the Clerk Treasurer 
with paintings of their own creation. The paintings are currently 
hanging in an area across from the Clerk Treasurer’s office. The 
group participated in a wonderful tour that included a visit with the 

mayor and a walk around the grounds. The Carmel 
City Hall has some wonderful Japanese gardens 

and ponds which the artists admired. They saw 
several huge koi fish and took pictures for 

painting inspiration. Each participant left 
that day with lots of ideas of paintings 

that they’d be able to create. Upon 
their return to Janus, Emily and 
Seth both created beautiful paintings 
inspired by their visit. 

Carmel Clerk -Treasurer  
Christine Pauly, Janus President/CEO 
Chris Sorensen 

Seth Johnson, Kesley Royal and  
Emily Freeman

Aktion Club Holds 
Fundraising Event for 
Riley Hospital for Children
On September 22, for the first time ever, 
the Aktion Club held a special movie night 
fundraising event at Janus to benefit a local 
organization. The club officers held a meeting 
to decide what type of event to host as well 
as to decide on the organization who would 
receive the funds. The club members voted to 
have a movie event and showed ‘Guardians of 
the Galaxy’ as the featured movie. In addition 
to admission fees, proceeds from popcorn and 
lemonade were included as part of the donation 
to Riley Hospital. Fifty people attended to 
support the club and their cause and enjoyed 
a night of laughs and popcorn. The Aktion 
Club raised $400 that evening and had many 
requests to repeat the event very soon. The 
club is thrilled with the amount of support they 
received! 

Hidden Talent art creations

Transportation News
Effective January 1, 2018, Hamilton County Express 
will change its fare and pick-up time policy. The new 
fare will be $3.00 per one-way ride. The monthly bus 
pass will be discontinued effective January 1, 2018. The 
student discounted fare will also be discontinued. 

Starting January 1, 10-ride passes will be available for 
$30.00 from the driver or at Janus. Single-trip tickets 
will also be available for purchase for $3.00 each at 
Janus. HCE will operate under the current fares ($5 per 
trip/$2 for students/$55 monthly pass/$40 monthly 
pass for students) until December 31, 2017. 

Also effective January 1, riders will be required to board 
within a 30-minute pick-up window timeframe rather 
than at a scheduled pick-up time. For example, if the 

pick-up time is scheduled for 3:00pm, the pick-up 

will occur between 2:45pm and 3:15pm. Riders must 
board within 5 minutes of the vehicle’s arrival. 

To ask questions about these changes, please call 
(317) 773-8781 and ask to speak to the Transportation 
Manager. An informational meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, October 18 at 4:00pm at Janus, 1555 
Westfield Rd, Noblesville. This meeting is open to the 
public. To attend, please RSVP by calling (317) 773-8781 
ext 131.

Janus welcomes new drivers Peter Hoyt, Gary Kaser, 
Greg Morgan and Kevan Thomas to Hamilton County 
Express and Riverview Health Rides. 

The Hamilton County Transportation Advisory 
Committee (TAC) holds quarterly meetings that 
are open to the public. The next meeting will be on 
Thursday, December 7 at 9:00am at Janus.
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Thank You for your Support

The Gordon Flesch Company  
Awards Grant to Janus Developmental Services
The Gordon Flesch Charitable Foundation has awarded a $5,000 grant to Janus Developmental Services in support of 
the Janus Doorways program. The funds will be used for a new therapeutic golf program. Golfing is an enjoyable way to 
maintain flexibility and range of motion. In addition, golf can improve balance and eye-hand coordination, increase upper 
body strength, improve attention and concentration and provide opportunities for social interactions. 

The Gordon Flesch Company is one of the nation’s largest independent providers of technology solutions and delivers 
unique business process expertise to help achieve organizational goals. Family-owned since 1956, the Gordon Flesh 
company has locations throughout the Great Lakes Region. The company’s spirit of generosity enables the foundation to 
award grants focused on community need.

Debbie Laird, Vice President of Development Janus;  
Tim Ryan, The Gordon Flesch Company:  

Chris Sorensen, President/CEO, Janus.

GRANT UPDATE
The Biddle Memorial Foundation has awarded a 
$3,000 grant to the Doorways program in support of 
Healthy Lifestyles classes. The funding will be used 
for fitness and healthy eating life skills classes. 

The Walmart Foundation and Sam’s Club has awarded 
a $2,000 Community Grant to our Community 
Services department. Funding will provide support to 
our Community Employment program.

We are grateful to the Gordon Flesch Foundation, the 
Biddle Memorial Foundation, the Walmart Foundation 
and Sam’s Club for the grant awards which will 

positively impact our programs and services.


