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Christina Sorensen, President/CEO
There is a certain energy that comes with springtime. Everything is coming back to life after the 
hibernation period of winter. There has been quite a bit of activity at Janus that is energizing 
everyone -our clients, our staff, our Board, and our amazing volunteers. 

Our biggest news is the 10th Annual Create Connect 
and Commit Event. Held at the 502 East Event Center in Carmel on April 
20th, we again set new records for both attendance and fundraising. We 
are continuing to receive positive feedback on the quality of the program! 
Congresswoman Susan Brooks spoke and showed her tremendous 
compassion and understanding for the services Janus provides. Ken Hahn 
from Metro Plastics shared how his company benefits in several ways through 
partnering with Janus. Jamie Campbell shared her personal story of parenting 
her son, Ethan, and provided a glimpse into the challenges her family has 
faced and overcome. There were not many dry eyes in the room, after Chris 
Irwin shared her poignant memories of her beloved uncle, Charlie Lenhart.  
The video this year, featured Janus client, Austin Phillips, who now refers to 
himself as “Hollywood!” If you couldn’t attend the event, look for the link to the video on our website and you’ll see 
why! And finally, the Janus choir, “A Change of Tune” sang “Lean on Me” inspiring resounding applause, and more 
teary eyes. While this event is crucial in raising funding necessary for providing our programs and services, it is also 
serves as a great reminder to all of us on how many members of our community are impacted by Janus. For all who 
had a role in the success of this event, a sincere and heartfelt Thank You!

Volunteers, volunteers, and more…Thanks to groups of volunteers, Janus and the Janus Golf and Batting Center are 
looking great!

A group of volunteers from Hamilton County Tourism spent time spreading mulch and doing spring cleaning of our 
garden areas.

Volunteers from IFMA (International Facility Management Association) Indianapolis had a volunteer day at the 
Golf and Batting Center and provided valuable assistance on the driving range and in refinishing chairs that had 
been donated by Bub’s Burgers. They also surprised us with a generous donation! We feel very fortunate for our 
partnership with this amazing group.

New this year at the Golf and Batting Center is the opening of the volleyball courts. This has been made possible 
thanks to a donation of sand from Ed Gehr with Martin Marietta and delivery of the 
sand by Don Botamiller of BOT1-Amiller Enterprises. And a big thank you to a group 
of volunteers from SMC who gave up a Saturday morning, to assist with the spreading 
of the sand on the courts.

At Janus, we are delighting in watching a bluebird family that is making its home in 
one of the bluebird boxes installed by the Hamilton County Master 
Gardeners. This spring, take some time, enjoy the many wonders 
around you. And know, you are always a welcome visitor at Janus!
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The Current; Hare Chevrolet; Riverview Health; 
Gordon Homes, Jr./WestPoint Financial; and TJ Maxx

We are grateful to: Adriene’s Flowers and Gifts for 
their donation of a floral arrangement; Philip Paluso, 
owner of Medium Cool Pictures for the Janus video; 
Riverwalk Commons for their sponsorship of the 
coffee tables; Linneas Lights for the sponsorship of 
the reception table; 502 East Event Center for their 
venue sponsorship; Evans Audio Video for their audio 
video sponsorship; Cardon & Associates, Inc., PIP 
Printing, Castleton and the Terebinth Group for their 
sponsorship of the event program.

Many thanks to: Pastor Jerry Rairdon, Ken Hahn, 
Jamie Campbell, Congresswoman Susan W. Brooks, 
Chris Irwin, Cathy Lundeen and the wonderful Change 
of Tune Janus Choir for participating in the program.

Special thanks to all of our Table Captains who 
hosted the 60 tables of guests for this event. A very 
special thank you to all of the community members 
who participated in our 2018 Create, Connect and 
Commit event.  We are very grateful for the support of 
our community!

Submitted by Joanne McDonough, Development Manager
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Tuesday, November 28

Janus Developmental Services hosted the 10th Annual 
Create, Connect and Commit Fundraising Breakfast 
on Friday, April 20th at the 502 East Event Center 
in Carmel.  With almost 500 community members 
participating, this was the largest and most successful 
fundraising breakfast event that Janus has presented! 
The total amount raised is $105,972.39 and donations 
are still coming in!!!

Many thanks to our Honorary Co-chairs: 
Mayor John Ditslear, City of Noblesville; Mayor Andy 
Cook, City of Westfield; Mayor Jim Brainard, City of 
Carmel; Mayor Scott Fadness, City of Fishers

We would like to say a very special thank you 
to our: Visionary Sponsor: Purdue University, 
Office of  Engagement; Pathfinder Sponsor: Union 
Savings Bank; Pathfinder Sponsor: Metro Plastics 
Technologies, Inc. 

Special thanks to our Individual Sponsors: 
Robert and Cheryl Sparks, Robert G. Jones, George 
Kristo, Mike and Debbie Laird, Larry and Ellen 
Schafer, Kurt and Chris Sorensen

Additional thanks to our Corporate Sponsors: 
American StructurePoint; BlueSky Technology Partners; 
Church Church Hittle and Antrim; Conner Insurance; 

TENTH ANNUAL JANUS CREATE CONNECT AND COMMIT 
EVENT RAISES  $105,972.39 …and Counting!

Transportation News
Hamilton County Express survived the long, cold 
winter and can’t wait until summer! As we prepare 
for the new season ahead, HCE is looking to hire 
part-time drivers. Please contact Transportation 
Manager, Elaine McGuire, at 317-773-8781 to 
find out more information. We would also like to 
welcome our newest driver Steve Willey.

With the addition of new staff and increased 
ridership over the last few years, the goal has been 
for our drivers to go paperless. New tablets will 
be arriving April 19, 2018, and each driver will 
receive training. We are hoping to launch the new 
paperless system by the end of April.

Last year, Hamilton County Express increased 
ridership by 13%, from 58,639 to 66,028 thanks to 
increased staff in the scheduling department and 
new software.

Hamilton County Transportation Advisory 
Committee (TAC) holds quarterly meetings that 
are open to the public. The next TAC meeting will 
be held at Janus on June 20, 2018 at 9:00 AM. 

From left to right, Tyler Irwin-Vorndran, Annie Ketchum,  
Chris Holleman, Jane Padgett, Dustin Worthman , Kelsey Harris, 

Seth Johnson, Angel Weinbrecht, Bryan Held and Kelsey Royal
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Volunteer Spotlight
Every week, Janus has many dedicated and talented volunteers 
that come with a heart to serve our clients. We are grateful for 
their invaluable support and selfless contribution to Janus. We 
could not do what we do without the help of our volunteers!

One of our newest volunteers has already made a big impact. 
Dave Lowe, a local musician, has generously given of his time 
and talent to bring joy to everyone at Janus. When Dave begins 
to play his music, administration, staff and participants from 
other programs begin to filter into the Doorways classroom to 
join in the fun. 

Laughter, big smiles, dancing, clapping, and even the limbo 
paint the scene of these exciting afternoons with Dave. 

We love to see volunteers use their unique talents to meet a need here at Janus. Special thanks to Dave, and all our 
volunteers for giving of themselves to make a difference in the lives of many.

GRANT UPDATE
Janus has received a grant from the Vectren Foundation in the amount of  $6,900 in support of the Community 
Employment and Job Readiness program.

The Family and Social Services Administration Day Services Grant has been awarded in the amount of $38,095 
for day program services.

Clay Township presented Janus with a $30,000 grant in support of Janus programs and services.

Tipton County has awarded funding in the amount of $16,000 to Janus in support of programs and services.

The Janus Doorways program has implemented the Companion Connections program with a $10,000 funding 
grant from the City of Fishers non-profit grant program. The new program provides mentoring opportunities for 
students enrolled in special education programs in Hamilton Southeastern schools.

The Janus Hidden Talents and Blank Canvas art programs have benefited from a $5,000 City of Carmel Arts 
Grant which has positively impacted our art programs.

The funding will greatly enhance our programs and services. We appreciate the funding received from all of our 
grantors and we are very grateful for the support!

Showcasing Janus’ Artists in the Community
The Canvas Art Program has been an exciting adventure for our artists! In this 
program, participants use their incredible creativity and artistic skills to create 
beautiful artwork. Several of these paintings can be seen hanging all over 
Hamilton County in places like Donatello’s Italian Restaurant, Lil Bloomers, 
the Westfield Chamber of Commerce, and more! Each painting is made 
complete with a small bio about the artist and the name of the painting. The 
art is available for sale, and a portion of the proceeds go directly to the artist! 
This is a great way to decorate your home or office, while also benefiting our 
aspiring artisans at Janus. Thank you to all the local businesses that show their 
support by displaying Janus artwork, as well as our wonderful staff that help 
make this possible.

Created by Shelley Lockridge
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Thank You for your Support

Community Services News 
Community Employment

This time of year is especially busy for our Community Employment department! We have had many clients begin 
new jobs over the last few months, and our coaches are out in full force to support participants in their positions. 
In addition to those who are new to employment, our Extended Services staff are ensuring clients continue to be 
successful as they grow in their positions. Thanks to strong community partnerships and the dedication of our 
participants and coaching staff, Janus has several clients who have been at their place of employment for over 20 
years!  Kudos to those clients, their employers and our coaching staff for working together to ensure that success. 

PAC/Respite

We are bursting at the seams in our PAC (Participant Assistance and Care) and Respite programs. There are so many 
people wanting these services that we can hardly keep up with the demand. With such a high level of interest in this 
program and the much-anticipated spring finally upon us, our staff cannot wait to begin scheduling outdoor activities!

Janus Golf & Batting Opens for Second Season
Our second season is underway at the Janus Golf and Batting Center! We are excited about a few updates to the 
facility, including remodeled restrooms and a new net for the batting cages. In addition to these updates, we have an 
amazing and knowledgeable staff that are ready to make this the best season yet. 

If you haven’t had a chance to visit us, be sure to swing by with your family! With mini golf, a driving range and 
batting cages, there is something for everyone to enjoy.

Our spring hours are Saturdays and Sundays from 12:00 pm – 8:00 pm. We plan to extend to our 
summer hours during the month of May. 




